Grambelt, from Ieft, Roger Noyes, Jimmy Kaufman, Howard Glassman, Chris Blackwell and Jason Hughes, play arare Albany gig for
its CD release party at Valentine’s Friday night. . ,

Grainbelt’s CD release Show |
marks 1 rare Albany appearance

‘BY BRIAN MCELHINEY
‘Gazette Reporter

i Local audiences don’t get many
‘chances to catch Albany country
rrockers Grainbélt live.

! Theband has its reasons. All ﬁve'

‘members have family obligations
jand day jobs — most notably, in the
music world anyway, lead vocal-
'ist and guitarist Howard Glassman
owns Valentine’s in downtown Al-
‘bany. Even with this venue at the
‘band’s disposal, they’ve played, at
‘most, four shows there every year
rsmce forming in 2008.

i Perhaps more telling is the band
'members’ long history on the local
scene. Glassman and lead guitarist
Jason Hughes are veterans of The
Coal Palace Kings, slide guitarist
Roger Noyes is known for his jazz
‘guitar work in various bands, and
‘drummer Jimmy Kaufman and

bassist Chris Blackwell keep busy

with other groups as well.

QUALITY VS QUANTITY

| Thanks to this, experience, they
know that when it comes to shows
jon the Albany scene and even be-

'yond, quality is more important B

‘than quantity.

I “We don’t tour just for the sake
‘of touring,” Glassman said recently
while having lunch with Noyes in
‘an Albany restaurant. “It costs alot

-Grainbelt

CD release show.
WHEN: 6 p.m. Friday

WHERE: Valentine’s, 17 New
Scotland Ave., Albany

HOW MUCH: 35

MORE INFO: 432-6572,
www.valentinesaibany.com

of money, and it can leave a bad
taste in everyone’s mouth when
everyone’s credit cards are maxed
out and the van’s broken down.”

When Grainbelt does play a
show, it's usually based around a
bigger event, such as the band’s ap-
pearance in the inaugural Restora-
tion Festival at St. Joseph's Church
in Albany in 2010, and an opening
slot with The Silos at Valentine’s
last year. The band’s next show, at
Valentine’s during happy hour Fri-
day night, will celebrate the release
of their second full-length album,
“A Distant Sound.”

Those who have managed to
catch one of Grainbelt’s more re-
cent shows will recognize many
of the album’s eight songs, from
anthemic opener “In For a Penny”
to Blackwell’s loping country blues
“Kansas.” The album has been a
long time coming — the band ini-

tially began working with producer -
Troy Pohl in the summer of 2009. -

" “It was a process — one that
we’d rather not do again,” Glass-
man said. “Thank God for Jason’s
voice of reason. We had to take a
song away from the album, so we're
short a song on that.”

Glassman prefers the rawer, live-

in-the-studio approach to record-’

ing, which explains his discomfort

. with how long the album actually

took to record. “[A raw recording]

. reflects the band’s sound,” he said.

“All the classic albums that we
like sound like that, stuff by the
[Rolling] Stones, or Wilco’s ‘Being
There,’ Neil Young’s ‘Zuma.’”
That classic roots rock sound has
been an underlying thread in all of
Glassman’s musical work over the
years, from his ’80s and ’90s coun-
try punk group with fellow singer-
songwriter Rob Skane known as
The Dugans, to Grainbelt’s direct

_ predecessor The Coal Palace Kings

in the late ’90s. Both of those bands”
songs still show up in Grainbelt set
lists to this day.

After The Coal Palace Kings
ended their 10-year run with a tour
of Belgium and the Netherlands,
Glassman and Hughes decided
to keep playing together in a new
project. Kaufman and Blackwell
eventually formed the core of the
group, but the partnership between

Glassman and Hughes has been the

band’s focal point. .

“Jason is quite possibly the best
musician T've ever played with,”
Glassman said. “He was actu-
ally in Coal Palace Kings twice
— he jammed with us for a couple
months, we went out to San Diego.
My wife, who was my girlfriend at
the time — I was looking for a gui-
tar player, and she said, You'd be
crazy not to get Jason.””

LAST ADDITION

Noyes was the last addition to
the group, coming on board during .
recording sessions for “A Distant
Sound.” As Coal Palace Kings had
already experimented with a pedal
steel player, Glassman was origi-
nally hesitant, but Noyes quickly fit
in with the band’s gritty sound.

“Pm the Garth Hudson role in
the band, the sweetener, whereas
these guys are the core members,”
Noyessaid.

Glassman writes the malonty of
the band’s songs, drawing inspira-
tion from his “best friends, wife
and ex-girlfriends.” Hughes takes
on a big role during the arranging
process.

“We've got that married couple

‘way that we. work,” Glassman said.

“T'll write a song, and I'll come in,
and the first couple times he’s mak-
ing the face. I think I've argued with
him maybe once about changing a
song, but otherwise it’s total defer-
ence; I have to give it up to him.”

Reach Gazette reporter Brian
McElhiney at 395-3111 or
meelhiney@dailygazette.net.



